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I. Context 

Honduras has been rated by the
country with the highest homicide
report was issued.1 From 2005 to 2
 
This violence is the result of mul
inequality,4 poverty,5 corruption,
crime and drug trafficking, all of w
population, and on the lives of wom

 
The IV State of the Region Report 
Honduras is fast becoming a type o
its own acts against democratic 
Branch by equipping it with small i
work. By and large, the Executi
majority of public institutions. In t
process is penetrated by corporate
industrial sectors. Governability is 
young people, both men and wome
evaluation scores in almost all
participation, peacemaking or coex
others.  

According to estimates of the Obse
Honduras (UNAH), a person was 
million firearms were in circulatio
registered.9 The Weapons Possessi
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 by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UN
omicide rate in the world from 2010 until 2012, when the
005 to 2013, the number of violent deaths of women rose b

t of multiple factors, including high levels of economic in
uption,6 militarization,7 and an ever increasing presence 
, all of which has a strong negative impact on the human 
s of women in particular.  

 Report on Sustainable Development in Central America
 a type of State that is hostile to democracy, one that is cha
ocratic legality ––deliberate Executive actions to co-opt

th small institutional structures and precarious networks in
Executive directly controls the budget and the administr
ons. In this context of institutional fragility, the State’s dec
orporate networks, which end up granting more power to 

ability is threatened by violence that results in murders, ma
nd women. With regards to human rights, the country has r
most all governability indicators, such as social inclu
g or coexistence, competitiveness, and respect for human r

 the Observatory on Violence of the National Autonomous 
on was killed every 78 minutes in 2013. In the course of
circulation in the country, of which scarcely 282 thousan
 Possession Law authorizes each citizen to have in his or her
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five commercial firearms; this pro
circulating in the country, foments 

II. Violence again

Different forms of violence are sys
public and private spaces. Rates are
In Honduras, 27% of all women re
another in their lives. And althou
many other manifestations. The P
including injury, domestic violen
Observatory of the Public Prosec
involving violence against wome
Domestic Violence and Intra-family
20% of the total.  

a. Femicides/Feminicides

From 2005 to 2013, the number of 
women murdered in 2013, or one e
of violent deaths of Honduran wom
than the total homicide rates in cou

The cases of women killed in Hondu

• Most of the women live i
occurred in urban areas, an
two cities:13 San Pedro Sula

• Young women make up 43
age range being the most h

• Firearms are utilized in mo

• Men are the main suspects
suspects, and in 1.6%, wom

• Disappearances are commo
the place of the commissio
women, girls and adolesc
retained against their will, 
and abandoned in public pl

• Impunity reigns. The avera
least 2,500 women without
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2013, it has not been utilized, and
sanction of such crimes. Accordin
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13 Violence against women in 2013: What the n
March 2014. 
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against women 

e are systematically affecting women, especially young wom
 Rates are increasingly higher, as is impunity.   
omen report that they have suffered physical violence at 
d although this figure alone is alarming, violence against
s. The Public Prosecutor’s Office recognizes 25 crimes aga

ic violence, sexual violence, and homicide. In 2012, th
ic Prosecutor’s Office reported more than 16 thousand
t women. The highest number of complaints, 74.6%, p

family Violence, followed by sex crimes, which accounte
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mber of violent deaths of women rose by 263.4%,10 which im
, or one every 13.8 hours. This is reflected in the dramatic ris
ran women from 2.7 in 2005 to 14.6 in 2013,11 which is even
tes in countries now officially engaged in a war or armed con

 in Honduras are characterized by the following aspects: 

en live in urban areas. In 2012, 3 out of 5 violent death
 areas, and in 2013, 40% of all murders of women were con
edro Sula and the Central District. 

ke up 43 to 49 percent of all women killed annually, with th
e most highly affected.   

more than 70% of all homicides of women.  

 suspects: In 70% of the cases one or more men have been
6%, women; the sex of the remaining suspects is unknown. 

e common. In 40.4% of the homicides of women that occu
ommission of the crime is unknown, which implied that th
 adolescents–– were abducted from wherever they happ
eir will, probably subjected to sexual abuse and torture, an

 public places.  

he average rate of impunity in the last 6 years is 93.5%, whi
 without any justice whatsoever during this time period. 
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Femicide Unit in the Division of Crim
2013, judicial requirements had b
Femicide.15  This is mainly due to t
majority of the cases are stalled in 
of two violent deaths of women is
established in the Penal Code.   

b. Disappearances 

In only 6 years, complaints lodged f
347 in 2013, which indicates a 281%
disappeared at the national level.  T
for crimes that imply disappearanc
human trafficking.   
 
In addition to this escalation, an
constantly being discovered in the 
as disappeared, and many others w
 

c. Sexual violence 

During 2013, a total of 2,851 accus
sexual violence complaint was filed
with those reported since 2010, re
that the prevalence of sexual viole
survivors of sexual violence to acc
94.5% of all cases, impunity persist
    

d. Transnational violence

Other underreported manifestation
trafficking in persons. Although the
crime that were filed by women d
crime indicates a higher number o
human trafficking in Central Ameri
in more than half the cases, traffick
 

e. Violence against girls

In addition to being exposed to a c
abuse against their age group,22 
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20 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2012
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d in the country with multiple victims who have possibly be

 others who have not even been reported at all to the autho

51 accusations of sexual violence were presented,17 which im
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“begin to work at early ages; ar
characterized by long workdays; w
increases their vulnerability to situ
dangerous to their health, safety a
suffer the triple burden of househo
 
Poverty, violence and exclusion lea
migrate illegally (usually to the Un
on the way.24 During the first six m
returned to Honduras, but it is es
every year in these conditions is mo
 

f. Displacement due to vi

The State lacks centers of attentio
their well-being.  Such legislative
vulnerability and risk at different p
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other more remote areas, and ofte

 
According to the Center of Assistan
women have been deported so fa
violence and organized crime. The
lack of effective protective mecha
victims don’t directly request inter
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g. Workers’ rights 

Discrimination against women in th
they are hired, upon being subjec
their family life.27  
 
The adoption of flexible working
workers and directly affects wom
benefit from the protection of mat
and economic recognition by the H
 
In maquila industries that produc
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In addition, they suffer constant m
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Criminalidad en Centroamérica” International C
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Criminalidad en Centroamérica” International C
27 Neoliberal globalization, job insecurity mode
2011. 
28 Hourly Wage Law (Decree No 354-2013) and 
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 by the Honduran Social Security Institute. 
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nstant multiple assaults that result in serious health proble
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from urinary infections to abortion
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appropriate protective gear.31 
 

h. Violence from state ins

Women’s organizations have voi
implemented by the government o
investing resources in weapons t
fundamental education and health
sanctioning and eradication of viole

 
A clear militaristic orientation exis
steps taken by the Juan Orlando
initiated in the National Congress
Security Response Groups (TIGRES
the creation of the Military Police
during the first few days of  2014
Public Security Reform (CRSP) co
economic support for these initiati
as the Security Index, it generates r
been in effect since May of 2012.
 
There are high levels of corruptio
crimes and human rights violations
country in the last 23 months.  A st
of the 149 murders were committe
authors of the crimes are police
Services. On the average, they kill
Observatory on Violence.  
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n of violence against women.  

tion exists in security policies and actions fostered by th
 Orlando Hernández government as follow-up to measu
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i. Impunity and obstacles

The problem of access to justice fo
inadequate application by justice
contemplate a number of the typ
institutional violence, sexual violen
sexual harassment and persecution
legislation, a lack of gender perspe
public officials of criminal justice in

In view of this assessment, the Ho
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j. Situation of the Municip
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family-based category, in which 
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into account in municipal planning.
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tacles to access to justice 

ustice for women does not lie in the regulations themselves
y justice operators. Nevertheless, federal criminal codes
f the types of violence that women experience:  patrimon
ual violence within marriage, marriage to underage girls, s
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justice institutions. 
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unicipal Offices for Women 
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), including them in the legal framework that governs t
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k. Sexual and reproductiv

The use, advertising, sale and mark
October of 2009 38; as a direct re
victims of sexual violence between
pregnancy, thereby violating their r
decisions regarding maternity.     T
preventing a pregnancy after an un
of institutional violence against sex
particular. Since its prohibition, as 
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A bill has been introduced in the N
the Emergency Contraceptive Pill
attention by the Ministry of Publi
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delaying the legislative discussion a

 

l. Violence against wome
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of territorial struggles, as well as th
struggle against concessions, have 
surveillance, criminalization, judicia
detention, disparagement, etc.  De
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direct result, at least 8,165 women and girls who report 
 between  2010 and  2013 39, were subjected to a potenti
ng their right to life, health and autonomy, as well as their r
nity.     The prohibition and lack of access to the only metho
ter an unprotected or non consensual sexual relation, is in
ainst sexually active women in general and victims of sexua
ition, as a direct consequence of the coup d'état of June, 20
numerous recommendations to repeal the ban now in force
s responsible for the vigilance and compliance of internat

 in the National Congress 43 of Honduras that favors the le
tive Pill (ECP) and its respective incorporation into the 
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