
CONVENTION FOR THE DEFINITION OF AGGRESSION 

London, 3 July 1933 

Parties: Roumania, Estonian Republic, Latvian Republic, Polish Republic, Turkish 

Republic, Persia, USSR, Afghanistan, Finland 

…Mindful of the fact that the Briand-Kellogg Pact, of which they are signatories, 

prohibits all aggression;  

Deeming it necessary, in the interests of the general security, to define aggression as 

specifically as possible, in order to obviate any pretext whereby it might be justified; … 

And judging it expedient, in the interest of the general peace, to bring into force, as 

between their countries, precise rules defining aggression, until such time as those rules 

shall become universal; … 

Article 2 

Accordingly, the aggressor in an international conflict shall, subject to the agreements in 

force between the parties to the dispute, be considered to be State which is the first to 

commit any of the following actions:  

(1) Declaration of war upon another State;  

(2) Invasion by its armed forces, with or without a declaration of war, of the 

territory of another State;  

(3) Attack by its land, naval or air forces, with or without a declaration of war, on 

the territory, vessels or aircraft of another State;  

(4) Naval blockade of the coasts or ports of another State;  

(5) Provision of support to armed bands formed in its territory which have 

invaded the territory of another State, or refusal, notwithstanding the request of 

the invaded State, to take, in its own territory, all the measures in its power to 

deprive those bands of all assistance or protection.  

Article 3 
No political, military, economic or other considerations may serve as an excuse or 

justification for the aggression referred to in Article 2. (For examples, see Annex.)  

ANNEX TO ARTICLE III 

… A. The internal condition of a State:  

E.g., its political, economic or social structure; alleged defects in its administration; 

disturbances due to strikes, revolutions, counter-revolutions, or civil war.  

 

B. The international conduct of a State:  

E.g., the violation or threatened violation of the material or moral rights or interests of a 

foreign State or its nationals; the rupture of diplomatic or economic relations; economic 

or financial boycotts; disputes relating to economic, financial or other obligations towards 



foreign States; frontier incidents not forming any of the cases of aggression specified in 

Article 2.  

 


